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	Mark Pinney 
	
	Louis Oosthuizen

	Louis, tell us a little about yourself: your background, where you live, your family etc


	
	I live in Mossel Bay, down the South Coast of South Africa. I have a brother and a sister. My parents live on a farm near Mossel Bay and we are all very close to each other. My girlfriend lives in Mossel Bay as well, but she grew up in the Northern Cape in South Africa.



	How did you get into golf?


	
	My brother introduced me to the game at age 10 and as soon as I started playing I liked it very much.

	How long have you been playing on the European Tour and what are the good and bad things about life on Tour?


	
	2006 will be my third year on the Tour. Sometimes I get very lonely and then it is really nice to get back home to the people you love. Obviously one of the good things is being able to see the world and to have good friends to travel with.



	How did you become a Christian, and what’s it like being a Christian player on Tour?
	
	I grew up in a Christian home, for which I’m very thankful. It’s hard at times to be a Christian on Tour, sometimes seeing people doing wrong things. But praying for them is great. Reading my bible regularly is a challenge but I’m fairly self-disciplined.

	Do you have any particular goals for the 2006 season, and what are your hopes for the future generally?


	
	I had a lot of injuries last year, which obviously affected how much I could play. So I just want to get my confidence back this season and then take it from there.

	What would you like us to pray for?
	
	For those of us who are Christians to help others on Tour and, in particular, to help them find Christ.

	 Louis Oosterhuizen, is one of the latest crop of talented young players to emerge from South Africa, enjoyed an impressive rookie season in 2004 which wielded two top ten finishes. The year 2005 was a different story as injury and poor form plagued his season, but he overcame the required visit to the Qualifying School by winning the fifth Tour card on offer. A member of the Ernie Els Foundation in South Africa since 1999, receiving help and inspiration from the former European Tour Number One. Won the Irish Amateur Open Championship and a member of the South African team, alongside European Tour Member Charl Schwartzel, which won the World Junior Team Championships in 2000. Comes from a strong tennis family with his father and brother both playing tennis at a provincial level but opted for golf.


